AGENDA
Cumberland Town Council Meeting
Town Council Chambers
MONDAY, September 9, 2013
6:15 Workshop
7:00 p.m. Call to Order
6:00 P.M. Tour of new ambulance
6:15 P.M. WORKSHOP re: Hunting on Town owned property & discussion re: dedication of Town Report.
I.

CALL TO ORDER

II.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
August 26, 2013

III.

MANAGER’S REPORT

IV.

PUBLIC DISCUSSION

V.

LEGISLATION AND POLICY

13 – 138

To hold a Public Hearing to consider and act on a Class I Liquor License for James Guidi d/b/a
Louie’s Grille located at 319 Main Street, for the period of October 1, 2013 through October 31,
2014.

13 – 139

Council discussion re: consideration of amending the Traffic Ordinance to consider alternative
traffic calming measures for Val Halla Road, Hedgerow Drive, and Country Charm Road area and
prohibition of left turn.

13 – 140

To set a Public Hearing date (September 23rd) to consider and act on amendments to Section 216
(Sewers) of the Cumberland Code, as recommended by the Board of Sewer Appeals.

13 – 141

To set a Public Hearing date (September 23rd) to consider and act on draft zoning amendments to
Chapter §315-4 of the Cumberland Code (Word Usage and Definitions - Business and Professional
Office) to add the phrase: This shall not include registered dispensaries of medical marijuana or any
other facility in operation to provide treatment for a dependency-related drug as defined by
applicable state statutes.

13 – 142

To set a Public Hearing date (September 23rd) to consider and act on draft zoning amendments to
§ 315- 52 of the Cumberland Code (Height Regulations) to increase the building height from 35 feet
in all districts to 40 feet.

13 – 143

To consider and act on forwarding to the Planning Board for a Public Hearing and recommendation,
draft zoning amendments to §118-7A(1) of the Cumberland Code (Growth Permits) to increase the
maximum number of new growth permits issued annually.

VI.

NEW BUSINESS
 2014 NCAA Division III Men’s Cross Country National Championship
 Cumberland/North Yarmouth Joint Standing Committee Meeting, Thursday, September 12th
 September 30th employee training and employee appreciation luncheon (Town Hall closed)

VII.

ADJOURNMENT

MOTIONS
13 – 138

I move to approve the Class I Liquor License for James Guidi d/b/a Louie’s Grille located at 319
Main Street, for the period of October 1, 2013 through October 31, 2014.

13 – 139

No action.

13 – 140

I move to set a Public Hearing date of September 23rd to consider and act on amendments to Section
216 (Sewers) of the Cumberland Code, as recommended by the Board of Sewer Appeals.

13 – 141

I move to set a Public Hearing date of September 23rd to consider and act on draft zoning
amendments to Chapter §315-4 of the Cumberland Code (Word Usage and Definitions - Business
and Professional Office) to add the phrase: This shall not include registered dispensaries of medical
marijuana or any other facility in operation to provide treatment for a dependency-related drug as
defined by applicable state statutes.

13 – 142

I move to set a Public Hearing date of September 23rd to consider and act on draft zoning
amendments to § 315- 52 of the Cumberland Code (Height Regulations) to increase the building
height from 35 feet in all districts to 40 feet.

13 – 143

I move to forward to the Planning Board for a Public Hearing and recommendation, draft zoning
amendments to §118 of the Cumberland Code (Growth Management) to increase the maximum
number of new growth permits issued annually.

MINUTES
Cumberland Town Council Meeting
Town Council Chambers
MONDAY, August 26, 2013
6:00 p.m. Workshop
7:00 p.m. Call to Order

6:00 p.m. Workshop re: 2013-14 Town project prioritizing.
7:00 p.m. Call to Order
Present: Councilors Stiles, Turner, Copp, Storey-King, Gruber, Edes and Bingham
I.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Motion by Councilor Gruber, seconded by Councilor Bingham, to accept the August 12, 2013 minutes
as presented.
VOTE: 7-0

II.

MANAGER’S REPORT
 Town-wide paving to begin this week.
 Work on Blanchard Road has been delayed by the gas line installation, and paving won’t be done
until after the fair.
 The Manager and Assistant Town Manager met with the City of Augusta today regarding gas
main project. The City of Augusta was very helpful with what to expect and opportunities that
are available in regard to the project.
 For the first time in 10 years, the Town will not have to use any of the Tax Anticipation Note
money in July & August. This is a significant accomplishment and if we are able to not use any
of that money all year, we will save approximately $50,000.
 Public Services will be working with the S.A.D. to widen road between the Middle and High
Schools, so the current bus loop will be open to all vehicles by Thanksgiving.
 Concrete was poured at Greely Middle School last week.
 The tree stands in the Town Forest have been removed. Thank you to Brad Hilton for locating
them and providing a map to them.

III.

PUBLIC DISCUSSION
None

IV.

LEGISLATION AND POLICY

13 – 131

To hear a report from Police Officer, Ryan Martin re: local trends in drug use and our youth.
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13 – 132

To hear a report from Adam Pitcher, Chairman of the Cumberland Energy Advisory
Committee.

Mr. Pitcher said that he has been a member of the Energy Advisory Committee since its inceptions back in
2007. The committee is made of residents that look to carry out the committees objectives, which include:
1.

Reduce the Carbon Footprint and emissions for the Town of Cumberland

2.

Explore, inventory and recommend policies to the Town Council for energy savings and efficiencies.

3.

Work with surrounding communities to collaborate on regional energy savings and carbon reductions and
emissions.

4.

Explore life-cycle costs for recommended policies or initiatives, including pay-back costs.

Mr. Pitcher said that he is here tonight on behalf of the Energy Advisory Committee to voice our unanimous
support for the Natural Gas Pipeline project. After reviewing the proposed natural gas project, the Committee
feels that this project offers a great alternate fuel source for Cumberland. The investment in the Natural Gas
infrastructure in Cumberland will offer benefits that mesh nicely the Energy Advisory Committees objectives.
Such benefits include:
 Reduction in emissions from #2 heating oil, currently the majority heating fuel in use within the Town.
 Up to 40% reduction in energy cost for the towns citizens, businesses, and municipalities.
The Committee also recognizes additional benefits for the citizens of Cumberland such as:
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The gas pipeline infrastructure Increases revenue from the commercial base, reducing the tax burden
from the residential base
Increased fuel options from Cumberland residents, that will lower home expense budgets
Reduced maintenance for heating equipment for residents as compared to maintenance on heating oil
equipment.
Summit Natural Gas offers connection rebates for residents to help off-set connection costs.

The Committee has voiced concerns about the following for the Town Council’s consideration:
 The Energy Advisory Committee recommends applying a small percentage of the increased tax revenue
toward an energy fund. This fund would be available to assist the 20 percent of Cumberland citizens
that would not directly benefit from the Summit agreement through connection rebates, reduced heating
cost, and home efficiency audits. This fund could be funded annually, supporting ongoing programs to
assist residents, municipalities with home energy audits, efficiency improvements, and emission
reduction measures.
 Clearly communicating to residents the pros / cons and expected cost for connection and gas delivery
services after the connection will be critical.
On behalf on the Committee, Mr. Pitcher thanked the council for their time, and the opportunity to commit and
express the Committee’s position regarding the Natural Gas Pipeline and Summit Natural Gas agreement.
Brad Hilton of Blanchard Road suggested that the Council consider giving Summit Natural Gas a reduction in
taxes on their infrastructure in exchange for them to expand through more of the Town.
Chairman Stiles thanked Mr. Hilton and Mr. Pitcher.
13 – 133

To hear a report from Eliza Porter on the gas main project.
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13 – 134 Update on regionalization of assessing services.
Cumberland County has advertised for the position of County Assessor. To date, Cumberland, Falmouth,
Yarmouth, and North Yarmouth, have been attending informational meetings and the Manager feels that
additional towns may also be interested. This is an exciting opportunity and there will hopefully be more good
news on this in October.
13 – 135 To hold a Public Hearing to consider and act on increasing sewer user fees 3.1% for FY’14.
Chairman Stiles opened the Public Hearing.
Public discussion: none
Motion by Councilor Gruber, seconded by Councilor Bingham, to increase sewer user fees 3.1% for FY’14 as
recommended by the Town Manager.
VOTE: 5-2 (Edes and Copp opposed)
MOTION PASSES
13 – 136 To hear a report from the Ordinance Committee re: committee work to date.
Councilor Storey-King explained that the Ordinance Committee met on Thursday, August 15th to discuss the
following items:
Firearms Ordinance: The Police Chief and the Assistant Town Manager presented information to the
committee regarding the town’s authority to regulate the discharge of firearms per statute. Specifically, the
Police Chief recommended that the committee consider prohibiting the use of firearms in the Town Forest so
that hunting activity on that property would be limited to the use of bows and arrows (including crossbows).
State law and the Town’s Firearms Ordinance require that no firearm be discharged within 100 yards of a
building. The committee is recommending that the Town flag a perimeter in the Town Forest that is 100 yards
from the property line and monitor hunting activity over the course of the next season before taking any further
action.
Fireworks Ordinance: The committee discussed amending the ordinance to include provision for a special
events permit on a day other than those allowed by ordinance. This item is still under consideration.
Traffic Ordinance: The committee recommends scheduling a public hearing to consider alternative traffic
calming measures for Hedgerow Drive and Val Halla Road.
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Zoning Ordinance: The committee heard two proposed changes to the zoning ordinance, one to restrict the
business and professional office use not to include medical marijuana facilities and another to change the
building height limit from 35 feet to 40 feet town wide. Both of these items will be on the Planning Board’s
September agenda for a public hearing and recommendation to the Council.
To set a Public Hearing date (September 9th) to consider and act on a Class I Liquor License
for James Guidi d/b/a Louie’s Grille located at 319 Main Street, for the period of October 1,
2013 through October 31, 2014.
Motion by Councilor Bingham, seconded by Councilor Turner, to set a Public Hearing date of September 9th to
consider and act on a Class I Liquor License for James Guidi d/b/a Louie’s Grille located at 319 Main Street,
for the period of October 1, 2013 through October 31, 2014.
VOTE: 7-0
UNANIMOUS
13 – 137

V.

NEW BUSINESS

Councilor Turner – In regard to Officer Martin’s presentation on drugs and our youth, he feels that there
may be some parents who feel that using marijuana is something that kids try and can be innocuous. As
noted in Officer Martin’s presentation, what they are using today, compared to even 10 years ago, is very
different and very serious.
Councilor Bingham – Noted the passing of Bob Cram. He was very active in Town Government in the late
60’s and early 70’s. It is important to remember that all the good things that have or are now going on in
Town is the result of the foundation that was laid by dozens of very competent and dedicated individuals.
We all appreciate their service to our Town.
Councilor Storey-King – A reminder to the public that school starts on Wednesday.
Letters will be going out to the Cumberland Maine Business Association for the opportunity to buy
advertisement space in the Korean War Veteran celebration program on November 11th.
At the soccer game this Thursday evening, the varsity field will be dedicated to Glen Hutchins. Mr.
Hutchins has been very active in our community for many years and this is a well-deserved dedication.
Councilor Gruber – Thank you to Heather Perreault, Finance Director for all the good work that she has
done.
Thank you to Bill and Linda Shane for all their hard work at the Food Pantry.
Chairman Stiles – A plea to business owners to donate to the Food Pantry 4-H auction fund so that meat
can be purchased for the pantry.
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Councilor Edes – There was a glitch in the Town computer system today and I.T. Director, Mike Crosby
and Brenda Moore were very helpful in getting it fixed. Town staff does a very good job and he is very
appreciative of them.
Councilor Copp – School starts on Wednesday, so everyone please drive with caution.
Thank you to Library Director, Thomas Bennett for his report at the last Council meeting. It included some
old pictures that were very interesting. Kudos to Mr. Bennett for the phenomenal job that he does.
Town Manager Shane – The Governor will be in Cumberland on October 4th attending the dedication
ceremony at Maine Standards.
On Monday, November 11th (Veterans Day) there will be a Korean War Veteran celebration. It will be a
great celebration and he hopes that many people will attend.
Congratulations to the Town Manager of the Year, Nat Tupper, of Yarmouth. Nat is one of the true great
manager’s in the entire state.

VI.

ADJOURNMENT
Motion by Councilor Edes, seconded by Councilor Storey-King, to adjourn.
VOTE: 7-0
TIME: 8:34 p.m.
Respectfully submitted by,

Brenda L. Moore
Council Secretary
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